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Present Laughter by Noël Coward

Act One

The scene is Garry Essendine’sstudio in
London. 

On stage right there is a door leading into the
spare bedroom. Above this is an alcove and hall
leading to the front door. Just below and on the left
of this is a staircase leading to Garry’sbedroom.
Under the stairs is a service door, below it a large
window, and below that another door leading into
the of�ce. Down stage right is a �replace. The
furnishing is comfortable, if a tri�e eccentric.

When the curtain rises it is about 10.30 a.m.
The studio is rather dim as the curtains are drawn.
Daphne Stillingtoncomes out of the spare room. She
is a pretty girl of about twenty-three or four. She is
wearing a man’s dressing-gown and pyjamas. She

wanders about until she �nds the telephone and
then, almost furtively, dials a number.

Daphne (at telephone) Hallo 4 hallo! Is that
you Saunders? Can I speak to Miss Cynthia? … all
right I’ll hold on … hallo … Cynthia darling it’s
Daphne … yes … are you alone? Listen I’m you
know where…. Yes I did…. No he isn’t awake
yet…. There’s nobody about at all…. No, in the
spare room, I’ve only just got up, I’m not dressed
or anything…. I can’t go on about it now,
someone might come in…. If anybody rings up
from home will you swear to say that I stayed with
you…. Darling you promised…. In that case say
I’m in the bath or something…. Yes, as soon as
I’m dressed, in about an hour, I should think…. Of
course … I can’t wait to tell you…. All right.

She puts down the telephone and goes over
towards the service door. She has nearly reached it
when Miss Eriksoncomes through it. Miss Eriksonis
a thin, vague-looking Swedish housekeeper. She is
wearing a chintz smock, gloves and very tattered
bedroom slippers. She is smoking a cigarette.

!4K4?B HD47@9AF4 A4 C9D96B8:

Daphne (a tri�e nervously) Good morning.

Miss E. (betraying no surprise) Good morning.

She goes over to the windows and draws the
curtains.



Daphne (following her) What time is Mr
Essendine going to be called?

Miss E. He will ring.

Daphne What time does he usually ring?

Miss E. That depends what time he went to
bed.

She goes over to the �replace. Daphnefollows
her.

Daphne (in a rush) I’m afraid we were rather
late last night. You see, we were at a party and Mr
Essendine very kindly said he’d drive me home,
and then I found I’d forgotten my latch-key and I
knew I shouldn’t be able to make any of the
servants hear because they sleep at the top of the
house, so Mr Essendine said I could stay the night
here and 4 and so I did.

Miss E. If you were very late he will probably
sleep until the afternoon.

Daphne Oh dear! Couldn’t you call him?

Miss E. Alas, no, we can never call him.

Daphne Well, do you think I could have
some coffee or orange juice or something?

Miss E. I will see.

She goes out through the service door.
Daphneleft alone sits down rather gloomily on the
edge of the sofa. After a few moments Fredenters.
Fredis Garry’svalet. He is smartly dressed and wears
a black alpaca coat. Daphnegets up from the sofa.

Daphne Good morning.

Fred Good morning.

Daphne Have you any idea what time Mr
Essendine will wake up?

Fred Might be any time, he didn’t leave no
note.

Daphne Couldn’t you call him? It’s nearly
eleven o’clock.

Fred The whole place goes up in smoke if we
wake him by accident, let alone call ’im.

Daphne Well, do you think I could have
some breakfast?

Fred What would you fancy?

Daphne Coffee, please, and some orange
juice.

Fred Rightyo.

Fredgoes off again. Daphnewanders about,
�nally ending up once more on the sofa. Monica
Reed, Garry’ssecretary comes in from the hall. She is
in her hat and coat and carries a bundle of letters.
Monicais a pleasant, rather austere woman in the
early forties.

Daphne Good morning.

Monica Good morning. I am Mr Essendine’s
secretary. Is there anything I can do for you?

Daphne Well, I’m afraid it’s rather awkward
4 you see, Mr Essendine drove me home last
night from a party and I idiotically forgot my
latch-key and so he very sweetly said I could stay
here 4 in the spare room.

Monica I hope you were warm enough.

Daphne Oh yes, quite, thank you.



Monica It’s liable to be a bit nippy in the
spare room.

Daphne I kept the heater on.

Monica Very sensible.

Daphne And now I was wondering if
somebody could tell Mr Essendine that I’m 4 well
4 here.

Monica I expect he’ll remember when he
wakes up.

Daphne Have you any idea when that will
be?

Monica I’m afraid not. If he didn’t leave any
special time to be called he might sleep on
inde�nitely.

Daphne I don’t want to go away without
saying goodbye and thanking him.

Monica If I were you I should have some
breakfast and dress and if he isn’t awake by then
you can leave a message for him. Have you asked
for any breakfast?
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Different types of admiration in War and Peace
А;9:A4=8@4 %4<<>=8

Here I have chosen to examine the
relationships between certain characters and
explain the reasons for which they admire each
other. These examples include the admiration of
children for parents, men for great leaders, and
even the marvel of nature, between which
parallels can be drawn and differences
emphasised.

Although Andrei and Maria both
acknowledge their father’s intelligence and
extensive knowledge, only the son is willing to
point out the defects of his character , while Maria
sees him as an authoritative �gure beyond
reproach. For all her father’s harsh treatment of
her, she cannot understand how Andrei can
criticise him for his insensitivity, and constantly
needs to assure others of what a kind man he is.
As Maria is not married, and for most of the book
accepts the fact that she most likely never will be,
she must acknowledge that she has no choice but
to stay with her father, so has to convince herself
of his kindness to be able to bear his criticisms of
her. When discussing her father, she doesn’t seem
to follow the thread of what the other person is
saying, but instead continues her own line of
thought about what a good hearted and admirable
man he is, as though this is something she often
thinks about and reinforces whenever her father
is brought up in conversation. She also says that
she <does not allow herself to pass judgement on
her father=, perhaps because if she were to
acknowledge the injustice of his treatment of her,
her situation would become unendurable. Unlike
Andrei, Maria does not have a life outside of her
father’s household, so although father and son
are able to hold a conversation as equals whilst
discussing the war, Maria is only able to learn
from her father. With the exception of the church,
all that she knows she has been taught by him, so
will always know less than him, and admires him
for the education that he has given her. The
teachings of the church only encourage her
feelings of gratitude and understanding that her

father did care for her as he put so much effort
into her schooling. During his outbursts, her
father vents his frustration at her stupidity, so
this constant beratement reinforces her feeling of
inferiority compared to her father.

Young Nicolai is also in awe of his father, but
for entirely different reasons. Having never met
his father, he is able to invent an idealised �gure
to look up to. Before his nightmare, Nicolai had
never imagined his father in the form of a person,
instead seeing him in a way resembling a godlike
presence, not taking on a human embodiment.
The fact that Pierre, who Nicolai also worships,
struggles to speak about his friend makes his
father all the more of a mysterious �gure for the
young boy. Having probably been recounted the
stories of his father’s heroism and great
accomplishments by princess Maria, a desire was
inspired in Nicolai to achieve what he did and
more. In the same way as his father did at the
start of the novel, Nicolai dreams of praise and
greatness, of being loved by all, but especially of
doing something that even his father would
commend.

Even more of an irrational adoration is that
of Nicolai Rostov for tsar Alexander. As he has
never met Alexander, he is also able to idealise
him as a heroic leader, the same way that young
Nicolai Bolkonsky does his father. However, he
may also be making up for an underlying lack of
clarity as to why so many men, including himself,
are sacri�cing themselves under the orders of one
man. Deep down he is unsure as to why he is
risking his life in this war, however by convincing
himself of the eminence of his tsar, he is assured
that there is a higher authority that is worth
dying for. His admiration of Alexander also unites
him with the crowd, and he is enraptured by their
shared mentality. Rostov re�ects on how everyone
around him is prepared to carry out whatever the



Tsar orders, and as they cheer together this
further intensi�es his feelings of reverence. 

As Rostov admires Alexander, Andrei looks
up to Napoleon for his military genius. However,
while Rostov places his hero on an unattainable
pedestal of glory, Andrei may also respect
Napoleon because he desires for himself  the
glory that Napoleon is showered with. Andrei
acknowledges the unsettling truth that the only
thing he wants is the love of people he does not
know, that he experiences in reverse through his
love for Napoleon. Nevertheless, once he comes to
see the insigni�cance of greatness when faced
with the proximity of death at the battle of
Austerlitz, his admiration of Napoleon suddenly
vanishes. No longer having any desire for glory,
he sees Napoleon as a petty man full of vanity,
who overestimates his own importance. 

At multiple points in the novel, the
characters are able to appreciate the beauty of
nature because it re�ects in them a freedom from
their previous way of thinking. As Andrei comes
to realise the futility of glory, he is enthralled by
the slow movement of the lofty clouds across the
sky in comparison to the frantic human action
around him. This image conveys to him the
permanence of nature compared to �eeting
human life, and the power of great leaders no
longer seems so vast as nature will remain
something that they are unable to control.
Descriptions of the sky often mirror the
philosophical enlightenments that the characters
have undergone, such as when Pierre is enthralled
by the comet which he describes to be <perfectly
attuned= to his newly melted heart. They are
comforted in the way that nature seems to re�ect
what they have uncovered, and feel distanced
from those around them by what nature has
chosen to reveal to them. The admiration of
nature also provides a mental escape from the
situation the characters �nd themselves in.
Whilst the Russian army burns the bridge
between them and the French, Rostov is able to
distance himself from the horror of the
overwhelming agony he witnesses by gazing at
the river and sky. For the �rst time in the novel he
re�ects on what he has to lose if he dies in battle,
and, similarly to Andrei, a feeling of gratitude and
satisfaction arises in him for something as simple
as the appreciation of a beautiful scene.

 We also see admiration between friends,
such as shown by Pierre for Andrei. Pierre looks
up to his friend for possessing those qualities that
he himself lacks, such as willpower, since he is
constantly succumbing to his own impulses.
Interestingly, he does not see it as a �aw that
Andrei lacks certain dispositions that are present
in him, since only those that possess them can
understand the negative aspects of those
characteristics. Although Andrei is unable to
dream like Pierre, he considers this to be a
positive trait since he is not constantly lead astray
(like Pierre often is, such as in his desire to help
the peasants or assassinate Napoleon). 

Finally, admired by all is the charming
Natasha, who is able to uplift those around her
with her lively character. Her animated and
energetic nature awaken a feeling of youthfulness
in those she is around, such as the countess who
is reminded of her own girlhood when watching
Natasha at the ball. In the way that a child would,
she romanticises the world as she imagines how
she could �y into the night when sitting by the
window with Sonya, which revives a feeling of
freshness in the cynical Andrei. Not only does
Natasha have a gift of being easily enchanted by
what she sees, but she also wishes to share this
appreciation with others, like when she begs for
Sonya to come and admire the moon with her.
Natasha’s sense of wonder often overwhelms her,
but this unrestrained emotion only makes her
appear more attractive. Her expressions reveal
what she does not say in words, so she is unable
to hide what she thinks, and therefore, in contrast
to Helene, she is unable to use her charm to
manipulate others. In a similar way she struggles
to restrain what she says, for example when she
asks Andrei whether he likes her singing, however
this lack of �lter makes her a character who is
refreshing to be around. Furthermore, Natasha’s
desire to care for others is pure hearted, which is
illustrated when she spends the whole evening
getting her mother and Sonya ready for the ball
rather than herself. Like Maria, Natasha loves
everyone, however this is something that comes
completely naturally to her and that she �nds joy
in, rather than being a religious ideal that she
strives towards, which in some ways makes it
more admirable. As most aspects of her character
are, her talents are also unre�ned, such as her
singing which had a sound of purity to it despite
its imperfections. When performing the folk
dance, the spirit of the dance comes instinctively
to her, which makes it unique. Her
unconventional character compared to the



women of society is another feature that draws
Andrei to her, and she stands out in many ways,
for example being the only woman at the hunt.
Andrei admires her all the more for the fact that
her charm is distinctive, and does not captivate
the attention of everyone the same way that
Helene does with her indisputable beauty. 
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